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Planning rethinkState governments must urgently overhaul their approach to land use planning to ensure no more homes are built without 

regard to risk on flood plains, according to a round table of organisations representing planners, builders and insurers held 

earlier this month.
Local Government Association president Linda 
Scott stressed how important it was to future 
proof infrastructure at a local level. “Australia’s 537 councils play a vital role in 
building resilient communities, assisting in every 
corner of the nation to ensure our communities 
can better prepare for, respond to and recover 
from increasing natural disasters,” she said.“It’s crucial we rebuild damaged local infra-
structure to a more resilient standard. Councils 
will continue to strongly advocate for ‘building 
back better’ to be a core value and overriding 
principle of joint state/federal Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements.“On behalf of local governments, I look for-
ward to attending the Planning Ministers’ meet-
ing.”

In response to the flood emergency of recent 
years, the Insurance Council of Australia (ICA), 
Master Builders Australia (MBA) and the Plan-
ning Institute of Australia (PIA), supported by 
the Australian Local Government Association 
(ALGA), convened the inaugural National Indus-
try Roundtable: Land Use Planning and Resil-
ience. Planning Institute of Australia CEO Matt 
Collins said planning was a key factor in mitigat-
ing disaster impact.

“Planning is a critical tool for influencing the 
level of future disaster risk, and our changing 
climate means we need to act now to limit the 
impact of extreme weather on our communi-
ties,” he said.

“By adopting new risk-based policies and in-
vesting in better mapping and data, we can en-

sure development avoids or minimises exposure 
to flood hazards.

“Australia’s town planners support gov-
ernments taking clear action to ensure more 
climate-conscious planning systems, and this 
roundtable is an important step towards this 
goal.”

Around 60 experts from government, finan-
cial services, property, and community joined the 
discussion, which called on state and territory 
governments when thinking about future hous-
ing challenges, to urgently rethink planning rules 
so no more homes are built in high-risk flood-
prone locations. A communique from the three 
sponsoring organisations outlining recommen-
dations for reform has been released and will be 
sent to planning ministers, who also met today 

to discuss this issue. The roundtable heard that 
all Australians are bearing the costs of worsen-
ing extreme weather events, and these costs 
are increasing because of historic planning de-
cisions. Attendees agreed that without reform, 
population pressures and inadequate planning 
laws will see further development of flood-prone 
land putting lives at risk, costing taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars in recovery and remediation, and 
adding to an already strained insurance sector.“The flood events of 2022, with almost 
300,000 disaster-related claims costing around 
$7 billion, has driven up premiums and has re-
sulted in affordability constraints for those at 
highest risk,” Insurance Council of Australia 
CEO Andrew Hall said. 
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The celebration included a smoking ceremo-ny, and traditional dance by the Bindjareb Middars.
The Bindjareb Maar – Maar means five – are five stunning interpretive poles containing imagery collected and created by the local community.

They were created through a collaborative process involving local people and tell stories of the community’s past, present and future.Their installation is the realisation of a vi-sion that emerged when the shire began its Murray Town Square and Foreshore Rede-velopment project.
It was identified at the time that there was a keenness to celebrate and showcase the rich culture of the local Nyungar people.Shire president, Cr David Bolt said it was satisfying to see this project come to fruition.“Sharing histories and cultures through art engages and inspires. It also strengthens relationships and aids reconciliation so, for many reasons, it is a great pleasure to see theBindjareb Maar in place,” Cr Bolt said.

Art arrives

Celebrating the installation of the Bindjareb Maar art installation in the Pinjarra Town Square. The Bindjareb Maar was created through a collaborative 

process involving local people and contains imagery collected and created by the local community. The five interpretive poles tell stories of the past, 

present and future of our community.

The Shire of Murray celebrated the installation of the Bindjareb Maar artwork at the Pinjarra Town Square recently.
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River 
wetlands 
flourish

City of South Perth Mayor Greg Milner 

said the project was made possible by a 

$120,000 grant from the Swan Canning 

River Recovery stage three, supported by 

Perth NRM through funding from the Aus-

tralian Government.

“The grant has enabled the city to grow 

60,000 native seedlings at our Como nurs-

ery, which local volunteers and community 

groups have helped to plant at events such 

as National Tree Day,” he said. 
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Three years of 

environmental restoration 

works have recently been 

completed to successfully 

rehabilitate four hectares of 

wetlands along the Canning 

River.

The team. 
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Bump in the road
Federal funding to local government isn’t keeping up with soaring construction costs, according to preliminary research 

presented by the Grattan Institute at ALGA’s 2023 National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress in Canberra.

ALGA President Councillor Linda Scott said 

councils collectively manage around 75 per 

cent of Australia’s road network by length while 

collecting less than four per cent of national 

taxation.

“Our first keynote presentation at this year’s 

Congress was delivered by Natasha Bradshaw 

from the Grattan Institute, who presented pre-

liminary results from their research into local 

road funding,” said Cr Scott.

“The research shows that over the past 20 

years federal Financial Assistance Grants have 

failed to keep pace with the rising costs of con-

structing and maintaining roads.

“Soaring construction costs are also erod-

ing the buying power of Roads to Recovery 

funding, which is not indexed to account for 

inflation, meaning councils are constrained in 

the roads they can fix and maintain.

“The Grattan Institute’s preliminary findings 

also confirm regional, rural and remote councils 

face additional and sometimes insurmountable 

difficulties, due to smaller ratepayer bases, 

larger geographical areas, and less staff.

“In fact, the cost per person to maintain 

sealed roads is up to five times higher in re-

gional and remote communities compared to 

metropolitan areas.”

Ms Bradshaw’s keynote presentation was 

followed by a panel discussion which also in-

cluded ALGA Vice President and Gladstone 

Mayor Matt Burnett and IPWEA NSW and ACT 

CEO and former NSW Transport Minister the 

Hon David Elliott, which covered the issues of 

road funding, congestion and natural disasters.

“We look forward to the official release of 

the Grattan Institute’s findings and recommen-

dations later this year, and ALGA will continue 

to advocate for the funding we need to deliver 

and maintain safer local roads for our commu-

nities,” said Cr Scott.

“Increasing Financial Assistance Grants to 

at least one per cent of Commonwealth taxa-

tion revenue is vital to enable all councils to 

maintain our local roads to a better, more re-

silient standard.

“We also want to see the Australian Govern-

ment’s Roads to Recovery funding increased 

from $500 million to $800 million per year, and 

this funding indexed annually to keep pace 

with rising construction costs.

“ALGA’s recent analysis estimated the cost 

of flood-damaged roads in Queensland, New 

South Wales, Victoria and South Australia is in 

the vicinity of $3.8 billion, so we need urgent 

support from all levels of Government to fix 

these roads as soon as possible and help us 

build them back better.” 
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Demerger delayThe planned Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council demerger has hit another delay, with the NSW Government now 

calling for a public inquiry before it takes place, casting doubt on whether it’ll occur before next year’s council elections.

In a press release last week, Minister for Lo-
cal Government ron Hoenig office said since 
coming to office, the Minister and Office of 
Local Government had explored the legal ave-
nues available to achieve a successful demerg-
er under the roadmap provided by the previous 
Liberal-National government.they said this roadmap has only succeed-
ed in leading to a dead end, with no statu-
tory mechanism under the legislation (section 
218cc of the Local Government Act 1993) to 
create two independent and fully functioning 
councils.

“the NSW Government supports the com-
munities in cootamundra and Gundagai’s de-
sire to demerge and frame their own future for 
local governance,” the minister said. “the Liberals and Nationals created this 
problem by forcibly merging two communities 
with nothing in common.“the previous government knew there were 
legal issues but it was left to us to find a way 
through the mess.

“Since coming to office, the government 
has made it clear that the demerger framework 
must support and enhance local democracy 
while ensuring the practical and financial im-

pacts are fully understood.“the new approach announced today is a 
necessary step as I am unable to give legal ef-
fect to the former Minister for Local Govern-
ment’s intention under section 218cc of the 
Local Government Act to demerge the council.“this approach recognises council and the 
community’s desire to demerge and lets the 
community shape their own destiny in creating 
their two new councils.“Any future councils must be sustainable 
and able to continue to deliver services and in-
frastructure to their community, now and into 
the future.
Minister ron Hoenig met outlined the new 
pathway which “empowered the council to de-
velop a detailed implementation plan to guide 
the establishment of two new sustainable lo-
cal government areas”. the plan must include 
propositions for:  · Where the boundaries should be; · electoral matters such as wards, number of 
councillors and the method of electing May-
or;
 · Division of assets and liabilities; · Allocation of staff, as well as management 

and organisational structures; · rate levels and charges; and · Service standards and shared service ar-
rangements.
the plan will then be assessed by a pub-

lic inquiry led by the boundaries commis-
sion. this inquiry will determine if independent 
cootamundra and Gundagai councils are ca-
pable of operating in a financially sustainable 
way that will provide necessary infrastructure 
and services to their respective communities.Providing the NSW Government is satisfied 
that the plan and the public inquiry process 
provides enough certainty to the local com-
munity, cGrc will be dissolved and two new 
council areas proclaimed.However National Party member for coota-
mundra Steph cooke said the NSW Labor 
Government had clearly lost its way on the 
cootamundra-Gundagai regional council de-
merge process, and has turned its back on the 
local community, who are now once again fac-
ing an uncertain future.Ms cooke said she is shocked and dis-
mayed by the Local Government Minister’s 
decision to blind-side the community with a 

significant roadblock on the path to de-amal-
gamation, by announcing yet another inquiry 
into the issue.

“I don’t know if the minister has been paying 
close attention, but newsflash: we have been 
there and done that. this is dejà vu all over 
again,” Ms cooke said.“twelve months ago we had a commitment 
from the previous coalition Government to de-
merge the cootamundra-Gundagai regional 
council, and importantly we had a plan to 
make it happen.

“that decision put in place a road map to 
facilitate the demerge, and we were well on 
our way to our destination; it was full speed 
ahead. In March this year, that journey came 
to a grinding halt, and now we have a minister 
who has taken a disastrously wrong turn, lead-
ing us back to where we started.“this will be the third time the boundaries 
commission has examined this demerge pro-
posal, which begs the question: how many 
times will it take for the NSW Labor Govern-
ment to understand that this is what the local 
communities overwhelmingly want to see hap-
pen?
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Inspiring 
women

Young Achievers Award – regional/rural recipient Jenna Dowell, a trainee engineer at Upper Hunter Shire council.

talented women from across NSW councils have been recognised for their accomplish-ments at the prestigious Ministers’ Awards for Women in Local Government.After receiving a record number of nomi-nations this year, the winners were cele-brated at a ceremony at Parliament House co-hosted by Minister for Local Government ron Hoenig and Minister for Women Jodie Harrison.
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Hobart has been successfully 

nominated as a UNESCO City 

of Literature, becoming just the 

second Australian city to achieve 

this honour following Mel-

bourne’s designation in 2008.

On World Cities Day, 55 cit-

ies joined the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network (UCCN), following 

their designation by UNESCO Di-

rector-General Audrey Azoulay. 

The new cities were acknowl-

edged for their strong commit-

ment to harnessing culture and 

creativity as part of their develop-

ment strategies, and displaying 

innovative practices in human-

centred urban planning. With 

the latest additions, the network 

now counts 350 cities in more 

than 100 countries, representing 

seven creative fields: crafts and 

folk art, design, film, gastronomy, 

literature, media arts, and music.

“The cities in our Creative Cit-

ies Network are leading the way 

when it comes to enhancing ac-

cess to culture and galvanising 

the power of creativity for urban 

resilience and development,” 

UNESCO Director-General, Au-

drey Azoulay said. The newly 

designated Creative Cities are 

invited to participate in the 2024 

UCCN Annual Conference om 

Portugal, under the theme of 

bringing youth to the table for the 

next decade. 

Top honour  

for Hobart 

Meeting to discuss the announcement are Brand Tasmania’s Todd Babiak, Lily Fletcher Stojcevski from Libraries Tasmania, 

Hobart Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds, Libraries Tasmania executive director Sue McKerracher and Fullers Bookshop owner Dr 

Tim Jarvis.

Build blame game
Councils say they’re sick of being scapegoated for the housing crisis, and have called for an urgent sit-down with the NSW 

Premier Chris Minns, key ministers and planning bureaucrats according to local government peak bodies.

Local Government NSW (LGNSW) president 

Darriea Turley said councils had consistently 

sought to take a collaborative and positive 

approach to working with the Government to 

help ease the housing crisis, but enough was 

enough.

While Western Sydney Regional Organisa-

tion of Councils (WSROC) president Cr Barry 

Calvert has also rejected suggestions that 

councils are responsible for a slowdown in 

housing development applications and has 

called on the NSW Government to improve the 

overall performance of the state planning sys-

tem.
“Making councils the whipping boy is dis-

ingenuous and it has to stop,” Cr Turley said.

“The Premier, Planning Minister Paul Scully 

and Housing Minister Rose Jackson well know 

that: councils are approving 97 per cent of all 

DAs; councils have met 2022/23 state housing 

targets by approving more than 85,095 dwell-

ings; far more development applications are 

being approved than builds commencing - the 

figures for the last two financial years show 

103,460 DAs determined but only 83,419 con-

struction certificates lodged; even fewer homes 

are being completed - over that 24-month pe-

riod only 70,886 occupation certificates were 

requested.

“These are the government’s own figures, 

and the rhetoric being bandied about in State 

Parliament and in the media is nothing more 

than convenient fiction.”

Councillor Calvert said these figures show 

clearly that councils are fully and actively en-

gaged in processing housing approvals.

“The state’s housing crisis is a complex 

issue with multiple contributing factors and 

blaming councils trivialises the problem,” Cr 

Calvert said.

“The housing crisis in NSW has not been 

caused by councils but is influenced by factors 

including shortages of construction materials 

and labour, rising interest rates, and now falling 

housing prices.

“Successive failures by NSW governments 

to consult with local councils are complicating 

the housing approval process.

“For example, the NSW Government’s e-

planning portal through which home-builders 

prepare, lodge and track development applica-

tions was created with very little local govern-

ment consultation and has been a disaster for 

local government and home-builders.

“The e-portal has layers of complexity for 

home-builders, has increased the administra-

tive burden on local government and is plagued 

by substantial performance deficiencies.

“The e-portal is more like an outdated docu-

ment management system than a sophisticat-

ed and comprehensive e-planning tool.”

Cr Turley said the significant disparity be-

tween approved DAs and construction certifi-

cates showed the failure of private developers 

to build the homes that had already been ap-

proved.

“Land banking is a massive problem – some 

developers have no intention of developing and 

selling the number of homes required to meet 

demand, because this would simply drive down 

the cost of homes and therefore their profits.

“All you hear from the development industry 

is the need for less regulation and faster ap-

provals.”

Cr Turley said it was time to end the blame 

game, and proposed a roundtable involving 

the local government sector, state government 

ministers, senior planning bureaucrats and de-

velopers. 

“We are all stakeholders, and we all want to 

find a solution to the housing crisis,” she said.

“Councils and their communities want live-

able homes rather than cheap, easy develop-

ments thrown up without any scrutiny.

“Communities want housing growth and 

lower prices, supported by critical local in-

frastructure such as roads, public transport, 

parks, public schools and hospitals. 

“Developers want to be able to plan and 

build homes with some certainty as to the pro-

cess, and they have a right to a fair profit for 

doing so.

“The State Government wants all of these 

things, so let’s stop the pointless and mislead-

ing sniping and focus on working together to 

develop and implement sensible, workable so-

lutions in the best interest of all.”

WSROC backed the need for a “more com-

prehensive and cooperative approach to ad-

dressing the NSW housing crisis”.

The group has proposed a range of ac-

tions the government could take to address 

the housing and homelessness crisis, including 

investing in public and social housing, incen-

tivising owners to return housing stock to the 

rental market, working closely with councils 

and communities to plan density effectively, 

and addressing industry and market barriers to 

housing supply.

“Solving the housing crisis will require the 

cooperation of all levels of government rather 

than finger-pointing, and local government is 

ready to play its role in addressing the issue,” 

said Cr Calvert. 

To place your booking or for further information contact Local Government FOCUS
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Positions of respondents

FROM EARTHCO PROJECTS

“Local Government Focus (LGF) is the publication we use to get our 
message across to our customers, just last week a councillor was on site 
on a road project and commented that he had read about our PolyCom 
Stabilising Aid product in LGF and that was why we were on site. 

Great publication that is straightforward and gets the job done. Online 
as well. What more can you ask for!”

Mark Holding 
Managing Director  
Earthco Projects

FROM HARBOUR SOFTWARE PTY LTD 

“Local Government FOCUS newspaper has been the predominate 
means for us to successfully launch our iPad application, Docs On Tap, 
to the Australian Local Government sector. 

From the very first day our ad appeared we started to receive enquiries 
and the common refrain was “we read about your app in the LG 
FOCUS…”

Our experience has shown that LG FOCUS is accessed by the people we 
need to speak to and apart from that the team at LG FOCUS are great 
to deal with making the whole process so much easier.”

Michael Craig
Business Development Manager  
Harbour Software Pty Ltd

MAYOR

“Great Newspaper for Local Government particularly 
regional LG”

“I enjoy stories that show what other councils are doing 
to improve their community.”

COUNCILLOR

“The LG Focus newsletter does provide an opportunity 
to see what is occuring around Australia and to make 
some comparisons with other councils.”

“Good background source of strategies and innovation 
across broad area of local gov. Not as overwhelming 
as many other formats of legislative or administrative 
input. More human. Informative, accessible. Particularly 
good for Councillors.”

CEO

“Driving best practice, not just best LG practice”

“A number of our Councillors find it of great value”

DEPARTMENT HEAD

“It is a really valuable source of understanding what is 
happening in the sector”

“Our Councillors find the publication an excellent 
resource”

“I enjoy the updates and seeing what other LG’s are 
doing.”
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Demerger delayThe planned Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council demerger has hit another delay, with the NSW Government now 

calling for a public inquiry before it takes place, casting doubt on whether it’ll occur before next year’s council elections.

In a press release last week, Minister for Lo-
cal Government ron Hoenig office said since 
coming to office, the Minister and Office of 
Local Government had explored the legal ave-
nues available to achieve a successful demerg-
er under the roadmap provided by the previous 
Liberal-National government.they said this roadmap has only succeed-
ed in leading to a dead end, with no statu-
tory mechanism under the legislation (section 
218cc of the Local Government Act 1993) to 
create two independent and fully functioning 
councils.

“the NSW Government supports the com-
munities in cootamundra and Gundagai’s de-
sire to demerge and frame their own future for 
local governance,” the minister said. “the Liberals and Nationals created this 
problem by forcibly merging two communities 
with nothing in common.“the previous government knew there were 
legal issues but it was left to us to find a way 
through the mess.

“Since coming to office, the government 
has made it clear that the demerger framework 
must support and enhance local democracy 
while ensuring the practical and financial im-

pacts are fully understood.“the new approach announced today is a 
necessary step as I am unable to give legal ef-
fect to the former Minister for Local Govern-
ment’s intention under section 218cc of the 
Local Government Act to demerge the council.“this approach recognises council and the 
community’s desire to demerge and lets the 
community shape their own destiny in creating 
their two new councils.“Any future councils must be sustainable 
and able to continue to deliver services and in-
frastructure to their community, now and into 
the future.
Minister ron Hoenig met outlined the new 
pathway which “empowered the council to de-
velop a detailed implementation plan to guide 
the establishment of two new sustainable lo-
cal government areas”. the plan must include 
propositions for:  · Where the boundaries should be; · electoral matters such as wards, number of 
councillors and the method of electing May-
or;
 · Division of assets and liabilities; · Allocation of staff, as well as management 

and organisational structures; · rate levels and charges; and · Service standards and shared service ar-
rangements.
the plan will then be assessed by a pub-

lic inquiry led by the boundaries commis-
sion. this inquiry will determine if independent 
cootamundra and Gundagai councils are ca-
pable of operating in a financially sustainable 
way that will provide necessary infrastructure 
and services to their respective communities.Providing the NSW Government is satisfied 
that the plan and the public inquiry process 
provides enough certainty to the local com-
munity, cGrc will be dissolved and two new 
council areas proclaimed.However National Party member for coota-
mundra Steph cooke said the NSW Labor 
Government had clearly lost its way on the 
cootamundra-Gundagai regional council de-
merge process, and has turned its back on the 
local community, who are now once again fac-
ing an uncertain future.Ms cooke said she is shocked and dis-
mayed by the Local Government Minister’s 
decision to blind-side the community with a 

significant roadblock on the path to de-amal-
gamation, by announcing yet another inquiry 
into the issue.

“I don’t know if the minister has been paying 
close attention, but newsflash: we have been 
there and done that. this is dejà vu all over 
again,” Ms cooke said.“twelve months ago we had a commitment 
from the previous coalition Government to de-
merge the cootamundra-Gundagai regional 
council, and importantly we had a plan to 
make it happen.

“that decision put in place a road map to 
facilitate the demerge, and we were well on 
our way to our destination; it was full speed 
ahead. In March this year, that journey came 
to a grinding halt, and now we have a minister 
who has taken a disastrously wrong turn, lead-
ing us back to where we started.“this will be the third time the boundaries 
commission has examined this demerge pro-
posal, which begs the question: how many 
times will it take for the NSW Labor Govern-
ment to understand that this is what the local 
communities overwhelmingly want to see hap-
pen?
 

Continued page 2

Inspiring 
women

Young Achievers Award – regional/rural recipient Jenna Dowell, a trainee engineer at Upper Hunter Shire council.

talented women from across NSW councils have been recognised for their accomplish-ments at the prestigious Ministers’ Awards for Women in Local Government.After receiving a record number of nomi-nations this year, the winners were cele-brated at a ceremony at Parliament House co-hosted by Minister for Local Government ron Hoenig and Minister for Women Jodie Harrison.
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Hobart has been successfully 

nominated as a UNESCO City 

of Literature, becoming just the 

second Australian city to achieve 

this honour following Mel-

bourne’s designation in 2008.

On World Cities Day, 55 cit-

ies joined the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network (UCCN), following 

their designation by UNESCO Di-

rector-General Audrey Azoulay. 

The new cities were acknowl-

edged for their strong commit-

ment to harnessing culture and 

creativity as part of their develop-

ment strategies, and displaying 

innovative practices in human-

centred urban planning. With 

the latest additions, the network 

now counts 350 cities in more 

than 100 countries, representing 

seven creative fields: crafts and 

folk art, design, film, gastronomy, 

literature, media arts, and music.

“The cities in our Creative Cit-

ies Network are leading the way 

when it comes to enhancing ac-

cess to culture and galvanising 

the power of creativity for urban 

resilience and development,” 

UNESCO Director-General, Au-

drey Azoulay said. The newly 

designated Creative Cities are 

invited to participate in the 2024 

UCCN Annual Conference om 

Portugal, under the theme of 

bringing youth to the table for the 

next decade. 

Top honour  

for Hobart 

Meeting to discuss the announcement are Brand Tasmania’s Todd Babiak, Lily Fletcher Stojcevski from Libraries Tasmania, 

Hobart Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds, Libraries Tasmania executive director Sue McKerracher and Fullers Bookshop owner Dr 

Tim Jarvis.

Build blame game
Councils say they’re sick of being scapegoated for the housing crisis, and have called for an urgent sit-down with the NSW 

Premier Chris Minns, key ministers and planning bureaucrats according to local government peak bodies.

Local Government NSW (LGNSW) president 

Darriea Turley said councils had consistently 

sought to take a collaborative and positive 

approach to working with the Government to 

help ease the housing crisis, but enough was 

enough.

While Western Sydney Regional Organisa-

tion of Councils (WSROC) president Cr Barry 

Calvert has also rejected suggestions that 

councils are responsible for a slowdown in 

housing development applications and has 

called on the NSW Government to improve the 

overall performance of the state planning sys-

tem.
“Making councils the whipping boy is dis-

ingenuous and it has to stop,” Cr Turley said.

“The Premier, Planning Minister Paul Scully 

and Housing Minister Rose Jackson well know 

that: councils are approving 97 per cent of all 

DAs; councils have met 2022/23 state housing 

targets by approving more than 85,095 dwell-

ings; far more development applications are 

being approved than builds commencing - the 

figures for the last two financial years show 

103,460 DAs determined but only 83,419 con-

struction certificates lodged; even fewer homes 

are being completed - over that 24-month pe-

riod only 70,886 occupation certificates were 

requested.

“These are the government’s own figures, 

and the rhetoric being bandied about in State 

Parliament and in the media is nothing more 

than convenient fiction.”

Councillor Calvert said these figures show 

clearly that councils are fully and actively en-

gaged in processing housing approvals.

“The state’s housing crisis is a complex 

issue with multiple contributing factors and 

blaming councils trivialises the problem,” Cr 

Calvert said.

“The housing crisis in NSW has not been 

caused by councils but is influenced by factors 

including shortages of construction materials 

and labour, rising interest rates, and now falling 

housing prices.

“Successive failures by NSW governments 

to consult with local councils are complicating 

the housing approval process.

“For example, the NSW Government’s e-

planning portal through which home-builders 

prepare, lodge and track development applica-

tions was created with very little local govern-

ment consultation and has been a disaster for 

local government and home-builders.

“The e-portal has layers of complexity for 

home-builders, has increased the administra-

tive burden on local government and is plagued 

by substantial performance deficiencies.

“The e-portal is more like an outdated docu-

ment management system than a sophisticat-

ed and comprehensive e-planning tool.”

Cr Turley said the significant disparity be-

tween approved DAs and construction certifi-

cates showed the failure of private developers 

to build the homes that had already been ap-

proved.

“Land banking is a massive problem – some 

developers have no intention of developing and 

selling the number of homes required to meet 

demand, because this would simply drive down 

the cost of homes and therefore their profits.

“All you hear from the development industry 

is the need for less regulation and faster ap-

provals.”

Cr Turley said it was time to end the blame 

game, and proposed a roundtable involving 

the local government sector, state government 

ministers, senior planning bureaucrats and de-

velopers. 

“We are all stakeholders, and we all want to 

find a solution to the housing crisis,” she said.

“Councils and their communities want live-

able homes rather than cheap, easy develop-

ments thrown up without any scrutiny.

“Communities want housing growth and 

lower prices, supported by critical local in-

frastructure such as roads, public transport, 

parks, public schools and hospitals. 

“Developers want to be able to plan and 

build homes with some certainty as to the pro-

cess, and they have a right to a fair profit for 

doing so.

“The State Government wants all of these 

things, so let’s stop the pointless and mislead-

ing sniping and focus on working together to 

develop and implement sensible, workable so-

lutions in the best interest of all.”

WSROC backed the need for a “more com-

prehensive and cooperative approach to ad-

dressing the NSW housing crisis”.

The group has proposed a range of ac-

tions the government could take to address 

the housing and homelessness crisis, including 

investing in public and social housing, incen-

tivising owners to return housing stock to the 

rental market, working closely with councils 

and communities to plan density effectively, 

and addressing industry and market barriers to 

housing supply.

“Solving the housing crisis will require the 

cooperation of all levels of government rather 

than finger-pointing, and local government is 

ready to play its role in addressing the issue,” 

said Cr Calvert. 
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Editorial Topics & Deadlines 2024

JULY
Booking and Material Deadline 4th July
Published 12th July

Financial Sustainability & Asset Management

• Roads & infrastructure, facilities management, innovative
business practices

• Trucks & fleet
• Civil engineering & public works
• GIS & asset management techniques
• Software packages
• Debt management, budgeting, accountability & transparency

FEBRUARY
Booking and Material Deadline 1st February
Published 9th February

Human Resource Management, OH&S

• Skills shortage, recruitment, courses & seminars
• Rehabilitation programs & OH&S courses
• Performance appraisals & other HR initiatives
• Work/life balance
• Training materials, inhouse, offsite & online training
• Safe work practices & safety products
• Insurance, security & risk management

AUGUST
Booking and Material Deadline 1st August 
Published 9th August

Community Services, Leisure, Parks & Gardens

• Innitiatives & innovations in community development programs
• Recreation & the arts
• Parks & gardens, urban & open spaces
• Libraries
• Social planning
• Cultural & economic development
• Customer service

MARCH
Booking and Material Deadline 29th February 
Published 8th March

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 

• The latest software & hardware
• Internet, broadband & telecommunications development
• 24/7 services, CCTV & security
• Online training
• IT including electronic lodgements & content management
• GIS, GPS, VoIP & social media
• Libraries

SEPTEMBER
Booking and Material Deadline 29th August
Published 6th September

Best Practice in all aspects of Council operations

• Asset management, GIS & infrastructure
• Quality assurance, business development
• Environmental management
• Telecommunications, IT, software, hardware & icloud
• Roads and fleet
• Community engagement including social media

APRIL
Booking and Material Deadline 28th March 
Published 5th April

Engineering, Public Works & Community Infrastructure

• Innovations in road design
• Water, drainage & other infrastructure
• Waste management & litter control
• Parks & gardens
• Traffic management & road safety
• Trucks & fleet, quality assurance
• Asset management & GIS mapping
• Introduction to new Council Teams

OCTOBER
Booking and Material Deadline 26th September
Published 4th October

Training & Professional Development

• Innovative courses & seminars
• Staff development, performance appraisals
• Work/life balance, other HR initiatives & risk management
• Training videos & publications
• Inhouse & offsite training, online & distance education
• Community services, supporting youth
• Promotion of mental health

MAY
Booking and Material Deadline 2nd May
Published 10th May

Administration, Management Systems & Customer Service

• Latest software systems
• State of the art office equipment
• Quality assurance/performance monitoring
• Financial management & procurement, benchmarking
• Human resources, staff development & risk management
• Contract management & customer service
• Training & courses

NOVEMBER
Booking and Material Deadline 24th October
Published 1st November

Tourism & Economic Development

• Regional development & ecotourism
• Economic development at a local or regional level
• Joint ventures between Local Government & the private sector
• Mainstreet projects
• Parks & gardens, public open spaces
• Water conservation & stormwater management
• Cultural & community development

JUNE
Booking and Material Deadline 30th May
Published 7th June

Environmental Management

• Climate change & a carbon economy
• Water conservation
• Recycling & waste management
• Landcare, open space, parks & gardens, bushcare
• Energy & resource efficiency
• Coastal & stormwater management
• Environmental health & environmental audits

DECEMBER
Booking and Material Deadline 28th November
Published 6th December

Business Efficiency & Sustainability

• Customer service, efficiency enhancing products & services
• IT & management systems
• Procurement, financial services & resource sharing
• Insurance
• Training programs
• Climate change & environmentally friendly business practices


